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The Complexity of Returning to Work (SSDI)   

9 month 
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Evalua- 
tion of  
Work  
Activity  
 

Expedited 
Reinstatement  
w/in 5 years 

6-months 
Provisional benefits 

Approved 
36-month 

EPE 

Terminate 

IRP: Receive  
Benefits 

for 24 months 

Initial  
Application 

Denial 

Appeal 
Approved 

Rec’d bens for 24 

months? Medical 

CDR protection 

Blind over 55 – 

is work 

comparable? 

Impairment 

Related Work 

Expenses 

Subsidies or 

special 

conditions 

Unsuccessful 

Work Attempts 

Self-Employment ?  Unincurred business 

expense.  Rec’d  bens less than 24 mo – 

use 3 tests to evaluate, otherwise use 

countable income . 

SGA 
Determination 

Medicare continues 93 months from end of TWP 

Income counted 

when earned vs. 

when paid for SSI 

If work not self-reported, we  discover via IRS match the following year.  
Results in work overpayments due to retroactive work development. 
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Regulatory  Requirements       

Statutory Requirements 


